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Contact Persons:   T. Spence, 814-590-7378
S. Sharp, 814-938-2490



NEWS RELEASE

The Punxsutawney Area Community Foundation, Inc. announces the first competitive grant opportunity from their Arts and Humanities Fund.  This fund was established for the purpose of encouraging and supporting activities which enhance the quality of life through engagement in Arts and Humanities in the Punxsutawney Area. The fund will provide a total of $400, through competitive mini grants to eligible organizations serving the Punxsutawney area in 2026.
The 2026 priority for the Arts and Humanities is “Civic Accountability”.  An organization receiving a PXYCF Arts and Humanities Grant will demonstrate how their project will enhance the participants’ awareness and understanding of, the individual’s responsibilities in the community.
Projects coordinators are encouraged to use arts and humanities as well as civic engagement to enhance participants’ understanding of how communities are organized, to learn what the people who work for local government do, how residents benefit.  They will explore how each individual contributes to the quality of life in the community.  
Examples include but are not limited to: 
	Visiting township and/or borough government facilities to learn how local government works, its responsibilities, and how it benefits the residents. Projects in this area might include:
· Exploring the history of local government in the Punxsutawney area., or
· Researching and creating artwork about the community which may be displayed.
Examples of activities which may enable individuals to gain a better understanding of the community include:
· participating in an individual or group story writing project about some facet of the community.
· creating an image of an aspect of the community, explaining it and the impact on the residents.
· contributing a specific talent to a group project, encourages cooperation and makes beautiful things happen…music, dance, artwork, presenting a play, or writing a story, depicting the history of the Punxsutawney. Area
· Sharing the results of these activities can improve awareness, understanding and connection the the larger community.
Organizations eligible to compete for a 2026 Arts and Humanities Grant from PXYCF include charitable 501(c) 3 organizations, public organizations and other charitable non-profit organizations that provide direct services regardless of affiliation or membership. 
The Foundation will make grants from the Arts and Humanities Fund.  Competitive grant applications will be accepted. Grant applications must be submitted on the Foundations required grant application form.  Attachments may provide further explanation of the activity for which funding is requested. Visit PXYCF.org to obtain the form.  
The Punxsutawney Area Community Foundation reserves the right to award grants based on the Foundation’s Review Committee’s assessment of the proposed activity to address “Civic Accountability” and the available Foundation resources.  
Applications are Due April 1, 2026. Grant to be awarded no later than May 1, 2026. Activity to be completed by December 31, 2026
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